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half pesetas were kept back for food and clothing,
while henceforth the militiamen had also to pay for
their own stamps, tobacco, train fares, and other
small disbursements.   At the same time, however,
officers were given a tremendous rise ; a lieutenant
at the front was paid 220 pesetas, a captain 350
pesetas for the ten days.   A graver departure was
the setting up of officers' clubs, especially among
Communist units, to which the men had no access,
and the introduction of a special officers1 kitchen
even   at   the   front.   When   this   innovation  was
rejected at an officers' gathering of my battalion
because, as Sentella put it, they did not wish the
soldiers in the trenches to begrudge us our food, a
political commissar set out from Madrid to convince
us that our objection was  a  " Left"  deviation,
The soldiers would have to get used to the fact that
after victory we should be living in a democratic
republic and not in anarchist equality.   At the
same time as the introduction of the new uniforms,
which had to be kept fastened at the neck even in
the greatest heat, the compulsory salute and heavy
disciplinary punishments made their first appear-
ance.   The German-speaking Eleventh Brigade was
in all these matters singled out to us as an example,
particularly after Richard had managed to get rid
of Renn as chief-of-staff.   Our training camp at
Madrigueras was under the command of Heinz, a